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" grounds of 11l health.

Chronology

1950

President Truman personaldly selects. Lieutenant
General Walter Bedell Smith to be DCI, vice
Admiral Hillenkoetter. Smith begs off. on

(lle was facing a seri-
ous operation for a stomach ulcer. If he rec-
covercd well from that, he intended to retire
from the Army and to seek a remuncrative posi-
tion in industry or the pre51dency of a uni-
vchLty ) ‘ .

Admiral Hlllenkoetter asks to be reassigned to
duty at sea.

North Korean forces invade'South Korea.

President Truman commits US nava.l and air
forces in defense of South’Korea

Pre51dent Truman commits US ground forces
in South Korea.

Smith recovers well from operation., President:
Truman induces him to accept appointment as
DCI in a time of national peril.

Smith persuades William Hdrding Jackson to
accept appointment as DDCI.

The White House_ announces Smith's appointment
to ‘be DCI. Smith announces that Jackson will

~be DDCI

The Senate confirms Smlth‘s appOLntmcnt to be
DCI..

At Smith's request (23 Bugust), Lawrence Houston,
CIA General Counsel, provides him with a compre-

hensive review of the problems confronting CIA.
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